St. John Bosco Catholic Community
1301 Sampson St. Westlake, LA 70669
Phone: 337-433-2467 Fax: 337-436-9766

Rev. Jenesh Joseph, HGN / Pastor

Directives for the Celebration of the Sacraments at this time...With great concern for the health and safety of
our parishioners, we have a list of directives at this time of the coronavirus.
1. Since Tuesday, March 15, all public Masses have been suspended here at St. John Bosco and at all churches in
the diocese of Lake Charles.
2. Baptisms are not to be celebrated in a group context.
3. First Communion and Confirmations during this period will be rescheduled.
4, Weddings may be celebrated with immediate family only outside of Mass.
5. Anointing of the sick and emergency Communion may be administered by Priest. A Deacon may also assist with
Communion to the sick. No extraordinary Ministers may assist with Holy Communion at this time.
6. Confessions are available at any time. Call the office for assistance.
7. Funerals at gravesite only with immediate family. Pastors can schedule a Memorial Mass at a later date.
8. RCIA candidates and catechumens may be brought into the Church at the discretion of the Pastor.
9. Our Adoration Chapel is open for the regular hours. There are wipes for when you enter.
The main church remains closed during this time.
-10. All church activities are cancelled at this time, as well as the church pictorial.

Fr. Joseph and Fr. Mike will continue to lead our parishioners even from a distance.
They are available at all times for your special needs. These directives are to help us
maintain good health and safety and we will do whatever it takes for that. Please be
patient with us as we work through this coronavirus pandemic.

Please read the letter from the Bishop below concerning “Blessings via the Internet.”

From: Bishop Provost - -

) L Office of th
Re: Blessings Given via the Internet e o e 17, 2020
Tuesday

Given the current suspension of public liturgies due to the coronavirus pandemic, some
parishes will provide live streammg of the sacred rites (Mass, for example) via the internet.
The following question has arisen: Are blessings received via the internet efficacious?

The law of the Chureh is silent on this matter, but given our research in the Manual of
Indulgences (cf. Grant 4, Notm 7, Z, 1999), we conclude that blessings given/received via
the internet are efficacious if the recipient follows the sacred tite devoutly as it is broadcast
live by television, radio, or internet. The priest intends to give the blessing; the recipient
intends to receive the blessing; and God does the work.

Though a blessmg given via these media is efficacious, one cannot fulfill one’s obligation
to attend Mass via these means, At present, all in the Diocese of Lake Charles, except the
priests, are dispensed from this obligation.

Just a brief explanation of the blessings: To be able to receive a blessing, you must be
listening to the Mass going on at that particular time; no blessings if you are viewing or
listening to a recording of the Mass.




JOHN BOSCO

DIOCESE OF LAKE CHARLES
PO. Box 3223
Lake Charles, Louisiana 70602
(337) 439-7400

Office of the Bishop

March 18, 2020
Memorial of Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

My dear People of God,

You are in my daily prayers. I remembered you this moxning as I approached the Altar of God. I
know because of your messages to me that, although you understand these drastic measures, you
still hunger for the Most Blessed Sacrament. I look forward to returning to our churches-again for
Mass. Let us not take for granted the gift of the sacraments, especially the Eucharist.

Today, I am writing you because although we might not have public access to Mass, God’s graces
are abundant! Among these graces are Indulgences. The Church teaches us that “indulgences are
 the remission before God of the temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been
forgiven” (Compendium of the Catholic Church, 312). Many actions allow us to participate in
these moments of God’s grace. Among these acts are the devout reading of Sacred Scripture for
at least thirty minutes; the devout participation in the Stations of Cross (at a church or even at
home with our family); and the devout recitation of the Rosary, These three acts, along with many
others, allow us to receive a plenary (or full) indulgence for our sins, the sins of a deceased loved
one, or even a particular soul in purgatory, who will then become our spiritual friend and

intercessor in heaven.

In order to recetve the plenary (full) indulgence, the faithful must complete three acts within seven
days before or after the act. First, they must receive Holy Communion.  Second, they must make
a Sacramental Confession. Third, they must pray for our Holy Father, the Pope, and his intentions
by at least reciting an “Our Father” and a “Hail Mary.” By means of the attached Decree, I hereby
dispense the faithful of the Diocese of Lake Charles from the obligation of receiviny Holy
Communion in order to obtain a plenary (full) indulgence. This dispensation is in effect as long
as the suspension of public Masses is in place in the Diocese of Lake Charles,

With prayers for you and your families and asking the intercession of Our Lady Star of the Sea, I
remain,

Devotedly yours in our Lord,

Enclosure: Decree



WHEREAS “the Church today still invites all its children to weigh well and reflect on the real
effectiveness of the practice of indulgences in fostering the life of individuals and of the
Christian community as a whole” (Paul VI, Apostolic constitution Indulgentiarum doctrina, 9);

WHEREAS “beside the exclusion of all attachment to sin, even venial sin, the requirements
for gaining a plenary indulgence are the performance of the indulgenced work and
fulfillment of three conditions: sacramental confession [within several days (about 20) of the
act], Bucharistic communion [within several days (about 20) of the act], and prayer for the
intentions of the Supreme Pontiff [an “Our Father” and “Hail Mary” are suggested]” (Manaal
of Indulgences, 20 §1, and “The Gift of the Indulgence,” 5)

WHEREAS “local ordinaties ... may grant to the faithful subject to them ... who reside in
places where they cannot go to confession or communion at all ... that they may gain a
plenary indulgence without actual confession and communion, provided they have inmer
contrition and the resolution to go to these sacraments as soon as possible” (Manual of
Indulgences, 25);

WHEREAS given the current suspension of all public liturgies and, consequently, the
faithful’s inability to receive Holy Communion;

GLEN JOHN PROVOST
BISHOP OF LAKE CHARLES

DECREES

That, until the suspension of public liturgies is lifted, all the faithful subject to him may gain
a plenary indulgence without having received communion, provided that they receive
communion as soon as possible.

Given on day 18 of March in the Year of Our Loxd 2020.
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